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"SHUTTLE SERVICE ON SUGAR STARTS soon between Cuba or Puerto Rico and Florida. — a 
ape He. Cross, assistant chief of the War Production Board's sugar section, says: = 
"Phe shuttle service will release 80 percent of the ships wrk would have been = 
needed for sugar shipments had not this service been arranged.” (N.Y. Journal of 
ommer ce) 
: ‘i ‘ 
RUBBER SUPPLY IS AMPLE, says Elliot Simpson, spokesman. for sdetern indepondenil 
ber eo declaring that there are 200,000 square miles of guayule shrub 
Mexico “waiting to be mowed down." Nearer at hand, he says, are rubber trees 
° be tapped in Ecuador, Venezuela, Colombia and most of the Central American “h 
ountries. Says Government is “either misinformed or ignorant "about situation. — 
ristian Science Monitor ) 
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‘U.S. Is ‘NOT SELLING GUNS TO ARGENTINA, but is sending, as far as is practical, 

e equipment and commodities for civilian economic needs, according to authoritative 
if sources. Policy is not one of reprisal or pressure because of Argentina's fail- 
*e to break relations with the Axis, but merely a case of trying to follow a 

> just course with resvect to all the rest of the Latin American countries that have 
_ broken relations or have entered the war. Civilian economic materials sent to 

A "gentina include agricultural machinery, automobiles, and manufactured goods. 
_(Bertran D. Hulen - New York times) 


ARGENTINE IMPORTS FROM U.S. SHOW GAIN. Official foreign trade figures for Jan- 
ue y and February issued by Argentina reveal that imports from the United States 
had a tariff value of 43,753,369 pesos as against 24,864,680 pesos last year, 
while the market values of exports to the United tives in the two months were 
oo, 501,110 pesos as compared. with 75,064,616 pesos in the '41 period. (N.Y. 
Journal of Commerce) 


an the republic's normal needs. Government urging increased use of glass, 
cardboard and paper as substitutes for containers. Proposal is under considera- 
tion to relax labor rules in order to permit factories to work on weekends. 
(N.Y. Journal of Commerce) 


&. 

TRICTION OF COFFEE SALES-TO ROASTERS expected within near future. Nothing 
‘ieial regarding report but WPB is expected to issue order calling for re- 
iction of sales of coffee to roasters to 80 percent of amounts received last 
Regarding report from Rio that coffee shipments to United States will re- 
) priority over all others, it was explained that this means that coffee came 
“after essential war materials. Arrivals to date from Brazil are running 
10,000 Bbeee under a year ago, (N.Y. Journal of Commerce) 
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HMOIASSES FRO! CUBA aAlD PUTRIO QIc0 GIVER PE STROTARGES,, based on “increased 1 ale 
operating expenses and extended SoyaeSeS accordin;; to Bnnsuncenen of “ar Ship- 
ping Administration. Surcharge will be 42 percent on rates from Cuba and Puerto 
Rico to Atlantic ports north of Hatteras and 54 percent from Cuba and Puerto 
Rico to Gulf ports. (N.Y. Journal of Commerce) : 


SUGAR MISSION “ILL LEAVE F FOR HiLVANA to open negotiations whereby U.S. hoped to 

buy Cuba's entire 19435 sugar crop. Garibaldi LaGuardia, chief of the sugar cane 
section, Sugar Division, Department of Agriculture, will be one of the members 

of the mission. It is revorted that the group will also investigate the current ~ 
and future shipping situation and try to ascertain facts concerning Cuban sugar 
production during 1942 and 1943. It is hopes that Cuba will be able to supply 
4,500,000 long tons in 1943. (N.Y. Times) 


ECUADORAI HAT INDUSTRY continues prosperous due to excellent U.S. market for - 


Panama hats. (N.Y. Times) 


SICAN MOLASSES TO AID U.3. in war alcohol production. Hundred thousand tons 
ee to be exported, according to bulletin of Mexican sugar pool, Azticar, 
S.A. This response to increased demand for alcohol forms part of general ex- 
pansion of Mexico's sugar industry to replace for the United Nations lost ' 
Philippine and Netherlands Kast Indies sugar sources. (Christian Science Monitor) — 


THREE, MILLION DOLLARS PAID TO U.S. BY !RAICO, under terms of convention signed | 
in November when Mexico agreed to pay 40 million dollars in settlement of certain 
property claims of citizens of the U.S. against the Mexican Government, including 
so-called general claims and agrarian claims. Balance remaining to be paid 
amounts to 34 million dollars, which is to be liquidated over a period of years 
by annual payments of not less than $2,500,000. (N.Y. Times) 
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WEXICO AYD U,S. SIGK LE'D-LEASS PACT, involving a "substantial amount" according 
€o Mexican Ambassador Francisco Castillo NAjera. (Journal of Commerce) 


NICARAGUA PUSHING GOLD PRODUCTIO®:. It is reported that American mining interests ra 
will open and operate gold mines in the interior. Gold exports, which have 
shown an increase of 20 percent during January and February, have taken the place” 
of banana and wood exports, since banana blisht has destroyed most of the planta- 
tions on which the entire eastern seotion of Nicaragua formerly depended for a 
Mii ee Vege Lames.) 


MIGRATION SCEE:% PROPOSED FOR PUFRTO RICANS. Plan would reduce the population 
of over-crowded island, provide labor to develop and increase the supply of 
vital war materials in Latin America, particularly rubber, and populate the hin- , 
terlands of Brazil, Ecuador, Honduras, Colombia amd Venezuela, giving them colon= ( 
ists who will be Baas ered without difficulty. (Christian Science ‘Monitor ) ‘— 


VENEZUELA ACQUIRSS 8 AXIS VESSNLS for merchant marine, accordinz to advices. 
Decree expropriatins the vessels states that ovmers owed Government salvage, 
towing, internment and other fees. Of the vessels which will be refitted, it is ~ 
said that some would enter Venezuela's growin; trade with the other South Aner oa 


can republics and others would be nut into a run to the United States. (N. Yn 
Journal of Commerce 
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eee 100 OF LATIN A) ERICAN CARGO FROM ATLANTIC TO GULF urged by Undersecretary 
; Commerce Taylor. Plans reported to have been completed several weeks ago to 
$ Bivert all ships carrying sugar from Cuba to southern U.S. ports with completion 
oe ior the movement to northern points by rail. Bauxite imports already arriving 

in large volume at Gulf ports. Metals from Mexico will probably be diverted to 
_reilroads rather than Gulf shipping. Lack of warehouse space, trained workmen, 
 fumigating facilities and rail space are main obstacles of diversion to Gulf 
ports. (N.Y. Journal of Commerce) 


- ‘LATIN AMERICAN SHIP TONNAGES SUFFICIENT to maintain inter-American trade, says 

_ Daniel A. Del Rio, New York banker, following return from seven South American 
countries. Tells exporters cargo capacity of Latin American nations probably 

_ exceeds 1,000,000 tons, which should be sufficient to carry exports, once sub- 
marine problem is under control. Reports considerable prosperity in Argentina, 
Colombia and Uruguay and says Brazil “will become before long the chief Latin 
American supplier of many manufactured articles which at present we cannot fur- 
nish." Predicts that if sufficiently high rubber price is guaranteed, Brazil 
will soon be able to supply from 50,000 to 100,000 tons of rubber a year. (N.Y. 
Journal of Commerce) 


TRADE AGREEIENTS ‘ITH BOLIVIA AND WEXICO will be sought, according to announce- 

ment of State Department. U.S. already has agreements with 12 other American 
countries, and treaties with Uruguay and Peru are being negotiated. Under pro- 
posed agreement with Bolivia, U.S. would grant concessions particularly on tung- 
sten, lead and zinc ores and on hides and skins. Tariff reductions on imports 
of more than 100 Mexican commodities, including cattle, sheep, lambs, horses, 
mules and fuel oils, being considered. (N.Y. Journal of Commerce) 
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LATIN AMERIC-N RUBBER IMPORTS exceeded exports in 1941, says Secretary of Com- 

merce Jesse Jones, testifying before Truman Committee on rubber shortage. Min- 
imizes suggestion that Brazil can make up U.S. rubber deficiency, pointing out 

that even when rubber sold at $2 a pound Brazil never supplied more than 42,000 
tons. (N.Y. Times) 


EXPORTS FOR SECOND QUARTER LISTED FOR LATIN AMERICA, List, announced by State 

» Department, W.P.B. and Board of Economic Warfare, includes acetic acid, chlorine, 
glycerin, leather, sulphuric acid, wood pulp, farm equipment, electric refriger- 
ators, tanning materials and light trucks. (N.Y. Journal of Commerce) 


' ARGENTINE INDUSTRY GIVES PREFERENCE TO DEFENSE SUPPLIFS, on orders from Argentine 
Government, in absence of substantial military assistance from U.S., which is~ 
giving principal aid to countries which have broken with Axis. (Christian 
Science Monitor) 
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ARGENTIN: LAY DECRERS DEST2UCTICN OF ALL UYFIT GRAINS of ey 1959-1940 crops in 
order to protect existing stocks of other céreals stored in ports of shipment, 
railway station sidings, and in other deposits. Destruction of 1939-40 corn ca 
fit ao use had already been decreed. (Report Hoo ie S. Ae ico Attaché, Rigor 
VES } Bie Satie 


ARGENTINE SUGAR OUTPUT DOWN .to 405, 825 metric tons in 1941; compared with record 
high of 540,591 metric tons in 1940. New record anticipated for 1942. (N.Y. 
Journal of. Germano) PAN ey : 


U.S. TO BUY BOLIVIA'S ENTIRE COPPER OUTPUT, estimated at 6,500 tons annually, 
Bolivian Foreign Office reports. Accord also calls for purchase of 1,800 tons of’ 
copper now on hand. (N.Y. Times) Ti Geena auaseny “ . a 


' 


BRAZIL TO ARM MERCHANT SHIPS, will order them to sail at nicht and in CONVOYS, ‘se 
according to shipping sources, in Rio de Jeneiro. Fifth Brazilian ship lost 1s i 
Cabedello, which disappeared after sailing from Philadelphia Feb. 14 with cargo of © * 
coal. (Christian Science lonitor) 3 ‘i 





PRICE ADMINISTRATOR TELLS PRESIDENT OF BRAZILIAN TRIP, reports “enthusiastic co- 
operative attitude of Brazilians toward us" on price questions. Leon Henderson 
Says he participated in. some conferences on supply a era including those in- 
volving mene Lui (ima, Foeene of Commerce) 


COLOMBIAN INSTITUTE OF INDUSTRI4L DEVELOPMENT, established by law in December 1941, 
is’ empowered in new decree to take greater part in promoting country's basic in-~ 
dustries and those of primary manufacturing importance which may be considered as 
not satisfactorily developed. Institute authorized to expropriate lands, proper= 
ties and materials necessary for immediate establishment of necessary industries. ah 
Ogee from U.S. Embassy, Bogoté) a 


COLOLMBIAN UERAT FPARVERS form federation under name of Federacién de Trigueros yo 
Demdés Cultivadores de Tierra Frfa, Sponsored by Society of Agriculturists of 
Colombia, which is headed by Alfonso Lépez, candidate for Colombian presidency in 
1942 election. Federacién expects to provide storage for wheat and other cold 
climate crops, represent wheat srowers before national rovernment and encourage a 
imoroved agricultural methods. Appropriation of 200,000 pesos from Colombian | 
government is anticipated. (Hl Liberal, Bogot&, quoted in report from U.S. Em- 
bassy, Bogoté) . 











EXPORTS FROM CUBA TO U.S. in 1941 reach $172,819,972, the highest point in recent 
years. Previous peak for recent vears was }}142,000,000,:reached in 1937. Prod- 
ucts of sugar industry account for 79.9 percent of foten declared exports for but= — 
ter, beeswax and honey, sponges, coffee, vegetable fibers and rum. (Report from oat 
U.S. Consulate General, Havana) , 
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. atau NEWS PAPERS AID CUBA by sending 250 tons of newsprint to Havana to ease 
_ shortage created by lack of shipping facilities. Havana newspapers have agreed 
to combine in one consolidated edition during the emergency. (N.Y. Times) 


i 


DOMINICAN REPUBLIC ESTABLISHES RICE INSTITUTE, empowered to limit rice exports, 
distribute export quota among exporters, impose minimum and maximum prices, gather 
necessary information and make suitable recommendations to the Executive. (Report 
from U.S. Legation, Ciuded Trujillo) 





_ DOMINICAN REPUBLIC TO CONSERVE MANGROVE trees through decree regulating extraction 
of bark used as tanning material. Decree provides for issuance of permits by De- 
partment of State for Agriculture, Industry and Labor and sets up regulations for 
bark extraction that forbid excessive destruction of trees and harming of surround- 
ing vegetation and animal life. (Report from U.S. Legation, Ciudad Trujillo) 


' LEND-LEASE AGREEMENT WITH ECUADOR signed by U.S., leaving only Argentina and Chile 
among South American countries without such agreements. Informed sources say only 
about $10,000,000 is involved, since U.S. forces are stationed in Ecuador and this 
makes larger amount unnecessary. (Washington Post) 


_ GUATEMALA PLANS TO INCREASE PRODUCTION OF CHEMICAL PRODUCTS. Chemicals involved 
include sulphuric acid, muriatic acid, nitric acid, sodium sulphate, ferrous sul- 
phate, copper sulphate, silver nitrate and aluminum sulphate. Increased consump- 
_ tion of these products will stimulate industrial development. (Report from U.S, 
_ Commercial Attaché, Guatemala City) 


DEVELOPMENT OF WEXICAN RESOURCES is goal of six-point program announced in Wash- 
ington by Under Secretary of State Summer Welles and Mexican Foreign Minister 

_ Ezequiel Padilla, now visiting U.S. Agreement provides for: Export-Import Bank 

_ Credit to develop Mexican industry, including construction of steel and tin plate 
- rolling mill; addition of rolling stock to Mexican railroads; study of feasibility 
_ of constructing small cargo vessels; construction of high octane gasoline refinery 
_ in Mexico; streamlined procedure for obtaining priorities on materials Mexico 

' needs; and early conclusion of a reciprocal trade agreement between the two coun- 
_ (N.Y. Times) 










wait of mociaos Eleven German ond Italian freighters, sknbonttntea last April 1, 
pow being reconditioned at Tampico. (N.Y. Journal of Commerce) 


|) MEXICO APPOINTS DELEGATE TO PAN-AMERICAN COFFEE BUREAU, organization engaged in 
_ promotional campaign in U.S. in behalf of coffee. Manue 1 Porto, the appointee, 


one of the measures taken being the peaiotion of export duties by one peso per 
sack. (N.Y. Journal of Commerce) 
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of government for cash or in exchange for tires to be imported, (Report 


+1942, in addition to 2,000 acres already existing. Stalks from new culti ati 


_for expansion program, efforts are being made to brinz laborers from Cost 
-and other Central American countries. Seeding of 20,000 acres of abacé in F 












e 
products, especially coffee, to France an 
French products. (N.Y. Times) . 
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INTEREST IN ABACA IN PANAMA expected to result in planting of 4,400 acres 


probably available for cutting in about 20 months. Because of insuffici 


and Costa Rica in next two years foreseen. (Report from U.S. Embassy, Pan 
City) aie (5, a 
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PANAMA INITIATES RUBBER PRODUCTION PLAN under which newly organized Banco . 
Pecuario will. act as sole purchaser of all native rubber, placing it at d 


Embassy, Panama City). 


PERUVIAN MINISTER OF FINANCE IN U.S. to arrange details of 29 million dol 

vance to Peru to be made under the Lend-Lease Act. Proceeds will be used 
goods and to develop Peruvian resources essential in the war program. Rubbe 
quinine and rotenone plants to be developed. (N.Y. Journal of Commerce) — 
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URUGUAY SEEKS TO AID SMALL FARIERS by breaking up big estates, says Int rnati 
Labor Review. Mortgage Bank of Uruguay using its legal powers to expropriate 

large estates by purchase and divide them into tracts of 25 hectares (ab 
geres))y)) (Nea, Times ) H 
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LATIN AMBRICAN REPUBLICS DEVELOPING O'.N OIL SUPPLIES or meking arrangements to 
transfer their import trade to neighbor countries, relying less on oil imports 
from the United States. Deal concluded for the purchase by Argentina and Brazil 
of oil from Bolivia. Recent development of a new oil field in Peru east of the 
Andes has resulted in opening up a new source of oil supply for Brazil. (N.Y. 

Journal of Commerce) 


PANAGRA EXPANDS LATIN AMERICAN AIR SERVICES, in order to satisfy growing require- 
ments resulting from withdrawal of passenger steamship services. On April 22, the 
Pan American Grace Airweys will place into operation a sixth weekly service serv- 
ing South America on the Pacific Coast, from the Canal Zone throuzh Panama, Col- 
ombia, Ecuador, Peru, Bolivia, Chile and over the Andes to Brazil and Argentina. 
(N.Y. Journal of Commerce) 


FOREIGN TRADE ZONE SOUGHT IN GULF AREA. New Orleans takes lead to establish zone 
under provisions of the Foreign-Trade Zone Act, prompted by recent statement of 
Undersecretary of Commerce Taylor that if local interests fail to act, the Depart- 
ment of Commerce will seek legislation authorizing establishment of foreign trade 
zones by the Federal Government. (N.Y. Journal of Commerce) 


U.S. TO AID LATIN AMERICAN REPUBLICS IN POSTWAR BRA, newly-appointed Ambassador 
to Cuba, Spruille Braden, tells Cuban Chamber of Commerce. Stresses hardships 

of social, political and economic repercussions of the war, and declares that U.S. 
will continue to help its neichbors. "It will purchase liberally from them. It 
will aid their public works. It will help their industries, especially in the 
production of strategic materials." (Christian Science Monitor) 


TREATY BETWEEN EL SALVADOR aD GUATEMALA, under which almost all articles of 
commerce are placed on free trade basis, reported working out well and receiving 
general public approval. Increased amount of henequén bags, cattle and cotton 
goods moving to Guatemala and being balanced by Salvadoran importations of corn 
and beans, rubber-soled canvas shoes, fresh vegetables, canned soods, candies and 
| and other specialty articles. (Report from U.S, Consulate, San Sal- 
vador 


ARGENTINE “HEAT SHIPMENTS for the week ended April 10 estimated at 1,286,000 
bushels, against 2,339,000 bushels for corresponding week last year, Soil con- 
ditions in Rp atine ere favorable for field work and seeding of new wheat crop 
is expected to get under way shortly. Harvesting of this season's crop is re- 
ported to be profressing slowly. (i.Y. Journel of Commerce) 


ARGENTINA WARNED: BY ITALY of presence of Axis Submarines in Caribbean. Govern- 
ment asked to male Argentine ships sailing in these waters conform with rules 
regulating neutral shippinz lest they be sunk by mistake. (N.Y. Times) 


LATIN AMERICAN NEWS DIGEST - 2 


























ARGENTINA'S OPPOSITION TO SHIP CONVOY PLAN indicated by State lerchant Fleet Com 
mission's assertion that the nation's ships would continue to sail by “habitu a 
routes." High maritime sources deny report that two Argentine freighters load» 
ing at Rosario would be convoyed toward the U.S. and say captains of all Argent 
Lai have been ordered to travel ‘eae lighted at night. (Christian Sci 
Monitor me 


ARGENTINA ORGANIZES RATION SYSTEM TO CONSERVE RUBBER. Possibility of rubber su 
stitutes considered, and experiments in cultivation of guayule will be resumed 
extensive scale. In the meantime, in order to help overcome shortage of rew ru 
ber, the Government is attempting to secure supplies from Brazil on a basis ap- 
proximating last year's imports from that country, which amounted to 3,200 tons 
27.4 percent of Argentina's total imports. (N.Y. Journal of Commerce) 


ARGENTINE OIL OUTPUT INCREASES. National Petroleum Board announces that crude oil 
production during 1941 amounted to 2,226,800 cubic meters, Tee 8 percent greater , 
than that of the previous year. (N. ¥. Times) 


ARGENTINA ESTABLISHES RATIONING COMMISSION, representing Ministries of Finance 
and Agriculture, to formulate rules for distribution of essential materials and 
stimulate production of substitutes. (Report from U.S. Commercial Attaché, Buen 
Aires) 


BRAZILIAN COTTON MILLS OPSRATING AT CAPACITY. Private estimates of 1941-42 ¢ 
crop range from 1,614,000 to 1,755,000 bales of 478 Scare at about equal uo a 
year's record. (1. Y. Journal of Communes) 


BRAZIL'S COSMETIC AND PERFUME INDUSTRY EXPANDS. Most toilet goods carrying U 
French and British trade names are produced by branch plants in Brazil. Increa 


trade. During 1941 Brazilian production of perfumes and cosmetics included 6 
lion bottles of lotion and cologne water, 50 million boxes of talcum powder, 10 
million bottles of perfumed oils end 12 million tubes of toothpaste. (Foreign 
Commerce Weekly) 


BRAZILIAN GRAPE PRODUCTION this year in Rio Grande do Sul estimated at 120,000, 06 
kilos, which is a normal harvest. Quality of grapes said to be good. (Report 
from U.S. Consulate, Porto Alegre) 


BUMPER HEMP CROP IN CHILE being harvested. Because of higher than normal costs, Be 
many farmers lack credit to complete harvesting and marketing, but Agricultural oy 
Credit Institute has agreed to make special loans for harvesting, threshing and 
fiber preparation in order that surplus above domestic needs may be exported. 
(Report from U.S. Commercial Attaché, Santiago) 


DELAYS IN CHILEAN COPPER FLOW ENDED. In addition to improvement of north and 
southbound traffic, priority assistance is being granted to mines if their out put 
serves the war effort. (N.Y. Journal of Commerce) i 
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DIVERSION OF CHILEAN NITRATES AND COPPERS TO AXIS COUNTXIES by transfer from 
Argentine freighters to Spanish ships at Buenos Aires, charged by Salvador Ocampo, 


- undersecretary of the Chilean Federation of Workers. "A thick laver of wheat was 


placed on top of the nitrates which doubtless went to Germany or Italy," says 
Ocampo. (N.Y. Journal of Commerce) 


COSTA “ICAN ECONOMIC CONDITIONS "more than satisfactory" during 1941. Exports in- 
crease 25 percent in value over 1940 and imports increase 5 percent. Stabiliza- 
tion of coffee industry, flourishing banana trade and veritable construction 
"boom" contribute to conditions. Large scale development of rubber production 
seen for 1942. (Report from U.S. Consulate, San José) 


CUBAN SUGAR OUTPUT to March 31 amounts to 2,505,355 Spanish tons of sugar, 
67,750,000 gallons of high test molasses and 107,900,000 gallons of blackstrap 
molasses. Sugar receipts in U.S. to April were 649,000 tons compared with 
1,206,000 tons a year azo. (N.Y. Journal of Commerce) 


CUBA MOLASSES SURCHARGE RAISED, according to announcement by War Shipping Admin- 


istration. Puerto Rico rate also boosted on movement of molasses to United States 


Atlantic, Florida and Gulf ports. WSA explains that new surcharges are due to 
lengthening of voyages and new insurance rates. (N.Y. Journal of Commerce) 


CUBA TO PRODUCE NICKEL from nickel-bearing iron ore in province of Oriente. Cuban 


government approves expenditure of about 20 million dollars for establishment of 


plant. (Report of U.S. Consulate General, Havana) 


PRICE OF CUBAN PEANUTS RAISED from ¥2.45 per quintal to $3.40 per quintal after 


meeting of representatives of growers and peanut oil manufacturers with Ministers 


of Agriculture and Commerce in attendances. Presidential decree confirms price 
officially agreed upon. Plan outlined for forming a bargaining organization of 
all peanut producers, to deal with any future disputes between growers and land- 
owners. Since 1958 Cuban production of peanuts has rocketed from 11 million 
pounds to 40 million pounds. (Report from U.S. Consulate General, Havana) 


CUBAN GRAPEFRUIT CROP PROSPECTS CONSIDERED GOOD. It is believed that exports. will 


be approximately 125,000 80-pound crates. The crop is produced principally on 


the Isle of Pines. (Report from U.S. Consulate General, Havana) 


U.S. TO AID HAITI'S ECCNOMIC POSITION by buying her cotton, extending credits for 
exchange purposes, and assisting in increasing sisal production. Commodity Credit 
Corporation will take over, at an agreed price, the carry-over of Haiti's cotton 
from last year's crop as well as all of the surplus of the 1942 crop. Department 
of Agriculture will assist Haiti in restricting cotton production and improving 
quality. Arrangements have been made for the planting of 24,000 more acres of 
Sisal, (N.Y. Times) 
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HAITI FIXES COTTON PRICE at 3 cents per pound for raw cotton delivered at 
au-Prince under decree-law of President Lescot-. _ Measure to raise price ce 
by peasants, but manufacturers and exporters express concern over new law | 
cause . inability to find export market, iMRepers from U.S. Legation, Port=at 1- 
Prince 













of 58 “336 ecterast according to National Common Public Lands Credit Bank, me 
i nendes srowers in that zone. (N.Y. Journal of Commerce) 


regularity. Carload shipments are forwarded in bond from Laredo to ldexico City, — 
eliminating delays that occur at border ports, and customs clearance is obtained 
at Mexico City. Rates compare with rates formerly applied on movement by ste 
before shipping facilities were curtailed, (i Y, Journal ‘of Commerce) 


TOMATO SHIPMENTS FROM MEXICO INCREASE, According to reports, between 2,500 end 
8,000 carlots of tomatoes are expected to be offered for export during pensar * 

of present season, providine that marketins conditions remain favorable. Recen se 
shipments of commodity have shown unusually good quality. (Report from U.S, Co 
sulate, Nogales) 


USE OF CONVOYS URGED BY URUGUAYAN PAPER, El Dfa points out that convoys have > 
far proved the most successful means of protecting merchant shipping and that s 
fast craft of the destroyer or motor torpedo-boat type are required. These ves 
sels, armed with one gun and carrying a number of depth charges, can practically 
command shipping lanes, paper declares. (Christian Science Monitor ) 
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FOUNDATION OF “INTERNATIONAL CONFEDERACY OF THE AMERICAS" has been laid, according 
to survey of work of Rio Conference by Foreign Policy Association, Survey, pre- 
pared by David H. Popper, points out that "if a regional group of this type could 
be evolved, it might well pave the way for an international collaboration on a 
still broader scale. * * * The practice of collective consultation to solve common 
problems is * * * gaining ground * * * in the activities of such bodies as the 
Inter-American Financial and Economic Advisory Committee and the Inter-American 
Joint Defense Board." (Journal of Commerce) 


ECONOMIC INTERDEPENDENCE OF AMERICAN REPUBLICS and rising tide of Latin American 
exports to this country, discussed by Eugene P. Thomas, president of the National 
Foreign Trade Council. "In this wartime shift of trade trends," his article 
states, "there is not a conscious effort at self-containment of the Western Hemi- 
Sphere. It is simply the natural effect of the stoppage of trade in continental 
Europe. * * + It is obvious that the longer the war continues the greater will be 
the tendency toward self-containment within this area." (Export Trade and Shipper) 


LATIN AMERICAN DIRECTORIES OF SCIENTIFIC SOCIETIES being distributed by Pan American 
Union to medical schools, universities and organizations throughout American repub- 
lics. (Export Trade and Shipper - April 20) 


TRIAL OF NITRATE COMPANIES POST’ONED until October 5. Indictment in Federal court 
in New York alleges that the Chilean Nitrate Sales Corporation, Anglo-Chilean Ni- 
trate Corporation and Lautaro Nitrate Co., Ltd. conspired to restrain trade in 
Chilean nitrate in U.S. Request for postponement for duration of war rejected. 
(N.Y. Journal of Commerce) 


LATIN AMERICAN RUG SOURCES offer little saleable merchandise, U.S. importers report. 
here is only limited equipment available for machine-made rugs in South America, 
and hand-made products are expensive. Materials and equipment must be furnished 
from U.S., which is difficult in view of shipping shortage. (N.Y. Journal of 
Commerce) 


ARGENTINA AND CHILE KNIT TRADE TIES to back Rio decision in order to shield each 
other from economic buffeting. First tangible evidence is announcement that Ar- 
gentina will provide 28,000 tons of wheat for Chile, apart from Shipments already 
made or on the way, and 30,000 tons of scrap iron. It will receive in turn 6,000 
tons of bar iron, 1,000 tons of dravwm copper, 40,000 tons of coal, and 15,000 tons 
of nitrate. Argentine State Merchant Fleet Board promises to allot 3 ships per- 
manently to Buenos-Aires-Valparaiso route. (Christian Science Monitor) 


ARGENTINES SUNSLOVWER SEED ACREAGE largest in history. Total of 750,000 hectares 
sown this year represents an increase of 41.5 percent over 1940-1941 area. Local 
demand for oil is large, since no olive oil is coming into the country and consi- 
derable contracts have been made for export to U.S. and Switzerland. (Report from 
Buenos Aires) 
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ARGENTINE GROUP TO STUDY BOLIVIAN RUBBER QCUTPUT. Delegation, representing Argen- 
tine Export Development Committee, will investigate Bolivia's rubber production 
capacity, and then continue journey to Peru and Ecuador with a view to increasing 
trade between Argentina and those countries. (Journal of Commerce) 


ARGENTINE DAIRY *RODUCT EXPORT VOLUME shows decline Since beginning of this year, 
because of scarcity of shipping, but shipments of casein are much higher in value 
in first quarter than in corresponding period of 1941. Last year's shipments, 
amounting to 67,000,000 pesos, were double the dairy exports in 1940. In 1941 
shipments of cheese and casein established a record, while butter exports were the 
hichest since 1932. (N.Y. Journal of Commerce) 
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RAZIL'S DIAMOND MINING industry booming, with prices in State of Bahfa reported 
to have quadrupled. U.S. holds right to buy entire production of industrial dia- 
monds, which are important in war industries. Brazil's diamond production is only 
5 percent of world total but this is important since British Guiana is only other 
Western Hemisphere producer. (N.Y. Journal of Commerce) 


BRAZIL ELECTRIFYING RAILROAD WITH U.S. MATERIALS. Electrification of 207 miles 
of rail connecting So Paulo and S&e Antonio involves an expenditure of more than 
#10,000,000 and is one of the largest railroad electrifications now underway in 
the world. (Export Trade and Shipper) 


CHILE EXPECTS RECORD CROP 0) TABLE GRAPES, This year's harvest will total about 
564,000 metric tons, 7,000 tons greater than 1941 crop and 5,000 tons greater than 
previous record crop in 1940.° Less than 3 percent of total production will be ex- 
ported due to shipping space difficulties. Vessels equipped with refrigeration 
facilities limited to three small Chilean ships. (Report from Santiago) 


COLOMBIA COFFEE SALES QUOTA FILLED. Private cables report that through registra- 
tions quota for this year has been exhausted. To April 18, reported registrations 
amounted to 3,240,758 bags of 154 pounds each. ‘The quota is 3,591,630 bags of 132 
pounds each. Difference of 22 pounds in registration and quota bags believed to 
be meason tor susleienl announcement that quota had been exhausted. (Journal of Com- 
merce ) 


CUBA IMPORTS RICE FROM OTHER AMERICAS to supplement large supplies imported from 
U.S. During first two months of 1942, when Cuban rice imports from all countries 
totaled 115 million pounds compared with 67 million pounds during corresponding 
period of 1941, supplies from Mexico, Ecuador, the Dominican Republic, and Peru 
amounted to 22 million pounds, compared with none from these countries in the 

same period the year before. Praetically all the balance came. from the United 
States which is expected to continue as the main source of supply, at least for 
the duration of the war. (Press Release - Office of Foreign Agricultural Relations ) 


GUATEMALA GRANTS PERMISSION FOR FISHING INDUSTRY concession to operate on Pacific 
coast. 4An American firm will provide technical management and major portion of 
initial capital. Principal products at outset will consist of vitamins derived 
from shark livers, but other phases of industry will be developed as soon as 
possible. (Report from Guatemala City) 
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OIL STAFFS IN I“EXICO TRAINED TO \;ORK IN DARK, Expense of stopping work in oil 

refineries and difficulties attendant upon such stoppage make it necessary to train 
workers to carry on without light. Workers have received instructions to cooperate ’ 
fully with military authorities. (Christian Science Monitor) 


U.S.-MEXICAN BOARD VALUES EXPROPRIATED OIL PROPERTIES at $24,000,000, Agreement 
provides that money shall be paid by Mexico to U.S. Government; that oil companies 
shall deliver all documents and instruments of title to expropriated properties to 
Mexican Government; that the Mexican Government and éach of the claimants shall re- 
lease each other of all reciprocal claims except those of the Mexican Government 
against the companies for unpaid taxes and duties, (Christian Science Monitor) 


ADDITIONAL PRODUCTS LISTED FOR MEXICAN TRADE PACT. Distilled spirits, certain 
sole or beltins leather, and photographic-film positives and negatives, have been 
added to list of articles on which U.S. will consider granting concessions to Mex- 
ico in connection with trade agreement negotiations. (Export Trade and Shipper) 


MEXICAN TOBACCO CROP expected to be considerably less than in 1941, Reduction in 
tobacco production looked upon with favor by manufacturers since large crops of 
the past years have been more than ample to supply needs, and it is believed that 
the industry has sufficient leaf tobacco on hand to fill requirements for at least 
two aia Most serious problem is obtaininz metal foil. (Report from Mexico 
City 


U.S. AND PERU AGREE ON ECONOMIC COOPERATION. Agreement provides: (1) Measures 

for the establishment of a Peruvian-Amazon corporation and arrangements for ac- 
quisition by Rubber Reserve Co. over e period of 5 years of all rubber produced in 
Peru other than a svecified amount required for essential uses in Peru; (2) Es- 
tablishment by the Export-Import Bank of a credit in favor of Banco Central de Re- 
serve del Peru in the sum of $25,000,000; (3) Establishment of agricultural ex- 
periment station at Tingo Marfa and arrangements for lending services of U.S. ex- 
perts; (4) Purchase by Department of Agriculture through Commodity Credit Corpora- 
tion of surplus Peruvian cotton. (Washineton Star) 
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SOIL CONSERVATION PROBLUMS IN LATIN, Ai Es TCA described at meeting ‘of American 
Society of Agricultural Sciences by Dr.H.H. Bennett, Chief of Soil Conserva- 
tion Service, who recently visited Venezuela on survey mission for that gov- 
ernment. Says Latin America generally has not yet realized its soil problems 
fully, because of apparent abundance of land, but faces situation as severe 
as that in United States unless control measures are adopted. 


JUTE BAGS SEIZED BY U.S. to bring sugar from Cuba, Puerto Rico and Dominican 
Republic to this country, Oanada and Great Britain. Bags valued at $75,000, 
held in U.S, warehouses for French government, were requisitioned by Board 
of Economic Werfare. (N.Y. Times) 


COFFEH ROASTERS' SALES RESTRICTED to 75 percent of amount delivered to whole- 
salers in corresponding period a year ago. Coffee available for purchase by 
roasters has been tight of late because of restricted import movement since 
Brazil withdrew its ships on Merch 11, Roasters who advanced prices this 
month will be forced to drop back one or two cents a pound as result of Leon 


Henderson's over-all price freezing order. (N.Y. Journal of Commerce) 





TECHNICAL STUDIES OF SOUTH AMERICAN CIL RESOURCES to be launched in accord- 
ence with a resolution adopted at the Rio conference, Findings of technical 
experts will be turned over to governments of nations concerned, so that 
actual development may be carried on by governments themselves or by private 
capital, As part of program, a number of South Americans will be trained in 
this country in petroleum geology and engineering in order to carry on work 
started by technical mission. (Editorial, N.Y. Journal of Commerce) 


CUBA ESTABLISHES DIAMOND-CUTTING industry, shipping first output of about 

150 stones to the United States. Company producing stones employs Cuban 
apprentices who are being trained by refugees previously engaged in European 
diamond industry. Rough diamonds are obtained fron the Union of South America 
by way of the U.S. (Foreign Commerce ‘eelly, April 18) 


MEXICAN RAYON FACTO ?Y RESUMES OPURATIONS after suspension for 5 months. 
Government has arranged for immediate delivery of 30,000 tons of ravon which 
will keep plant of Mexican silk mills soing until fall. (N.Y. Journal of 
Commerce) 


MEXICO INCREASES P%ODUCTION OF LIME OIL. It is estimated that 1941 production 
amounted to about 110,000 pounds. Output in 1942 should run somewhat larger 
than this. High prices for lime oil are responsible for stimulation of this 
industry. Citrate of lime is being manufactured, but for the time being none 
will be available for export. (Foreign Commerce “leekly, April 18) 


(Over) 
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VEVEZUELA PLANS EXPLOITATION OF FOREST AREAS including rubber, chicle, 
balata, and mangrove trees. Interest also being shown in cedar, mahogany 


and fique. (Report from U.S. Embassy, Caracas) 


COTTON GROVING PROJECT IN VENEZUELA involves some 4,000 hectares of land, 
including assembling of technicians and purchase of machinery. Ministry of 
Agriculture has organized a special contest among growers, designed to in- 
crease cotton cultivation efficiency. (Report from U.S. Embassy, Caracas) 


VENEZUELA ANXIOUS TO I} PROVE AGRICULTURAL OUTPUT in order to cope with prob- 
lem of food supplies. Cacao market favorable under influence of war period 
demand; exports for January indicate heavy advance over correspondins month 
of preceding year. Coffee exports much lower over first 2 months of 1942 
than durinz corresponding period of last year, since 1941 coffee shipments 
exceeded U.S. quota. (Report from U.S. Embassy, Caracas) 
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